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We HateYupm 

The worldwide gentrification of ^ sv d 


gentrification 

working class neighbourhoods by 
yuppies is finally meeting with a few 
snags. Alot of us are sick to death of 
invading yuppies with their posh cars 
and sandblasted bricks, as well as the 
soaring prices they bring which force 
us out of our neighbourhoods. 

In England lots of people are 
fighting back against yuppies. In the 
UK much of the anti-yuppie struggle 
has been characterized by minor acts 
of vandalism like smashing up cars and 
stuff. In a recent anti-yuppie outbreak, 
twenty two expensive cars were 
trashed, including a gold Mercedes 
Benz worth over $60,000. Apparently 
fears are growing that these attacks 
are linked to a campaign against 
yuppies being carried out by the 
Wessex Freedom Force, which has 
previously threatened to burn down 
luxury condos. 

In Germany, Holland and 
Denmark, squatters have been fighting 
police who want to evict them to build 
luxury homes on the land. A “Yuppie 
Free Stockholm" demonstration was 
held in Sweden recently. Hundreds of 
protestors took part and ended up 
attacking the Grand Hotel in the 
capital. (Class War #30) 

In Sweden, old flats in traditionally 
working-class area facing gen¬ 
trification are being restored to house 
MP’s. Some 30 young people tried to 
squat the building last month to start a 
self-managed youth centre. Cops 
broke it up within hours, so they tried 



again the next week. A week later 
again a few hundred people 
harrassed the security guards 
protecting the place and beat up on a 
few plainclothes cops. Now that it 
seems impossible to squat the place, 
the goal is to keep the politicians out 
or at least to make them very 
uncomfortable .(News from Brand) 
Also, a couple of issues ago we 
reported on an anti-yuppie riot in New 
York. Although Toronto has yetto see 
much of this action (unless, as the 
theory went, all those luxury homes 
were burnt down last June on 
purpose) it seems that at least a 


healthy hatred of yuppies is growing. 
Such feelings, though, along with the 
small demonstrations of class anger 
like trashing condos or Rolls Royces, 
can never be as effective as organized 
collective actions like those carried out 
by squatters defending their homes in 
Amsterdam or Copenhagen. A 
movement like that might have an 
effect in reclaiming our city and our 
lives from the rich. If we could put an 
end to the endless development of 
yuppie condos, and gentrification of 
neighbourhoods so yuppies can live 
two to an eight-room house, we’d have 
plenty space for housing in Toronto. 


















Opportunism Knocks 


Leftists and other organizations 
are often guilty of riding on the back of 
popular struggles in order to gain 
ground for their own ideology or group. 
Nowhere has this been more obvious 
in recent weeks than in some of the 
support given to the Lubicon Nation 
here by Toronto leftists. For the most 
part groups like Socialist Challenge 
and the Young Communist League 
kept silent for years until the news of 
the blockades hit the headlines, and 
then jumped on the publicity 
bandwagon, spraypainting slogans 
like "Hail Lubicon!” and "We support 
the Lubicon Creel”, adorned with a 
hammer and side, as well as the initials 
of their respective organizations. An 
SC member also made the news out at 
Little Buffalo carrying a sign saying 
“Socialist Challenge”. 

I would never speak for the Band, 
who are receptive to any much-needed 
support. But as a white supporter, I 
dislike seeing any struggle used to gain 
points for an organization or an 
ideology. Is it not possible to throw your 
full support behind a struggle as a 
group of people, without having to 


DONT you kncxj 
THE EMANCIPATION 
OF THE VJOGKINC 
CLASSES CAN ONLY 
BE ACHIEVED 0y 
THE VAOHWrC CLASSES 
themselves? 


NO. BUT IFXXIHUH 
A FEW SAR5 lit 
TKy AND FAKE IT 



credit an outside organization? But 
the purpose behind opportunism is to 
increase membership or support for 
your sect by putting your name on the 
"right” struggles, to be seen as a good 
organization by riding on the coat¬ 
tails of someone else’s struggles. 
Such opportunism tends to include 
inherent attempts to make others 
follow that particular sect’s agenda; 
they are another group from outside 
trying to tell others what to do. 


Although I am an anarchist and a 
Wobbly, I don’t feel the need to put 
these names on all my work, especially 
when lending solidarity with other 
peoples struggles, ie in the Black, 
Native or wimmin’s communities. To 
do so is, at the core, racist & 
evangelical, besides being completely 
unnecessary. Anybody: socialists, 
communists, anarchists, or others who 
repeatedly do so deserve only scorn. 

Kevin 


★ Sofa Power ★ 


September 18 was election day in 
Sweden. Approximately 15% of 
those allowed to vote stayed home, 
making “Soffliggarna” the third 
biggest party. “Soffliggare” means 
someone who lies on their sofa on 
election day and doesn’t care shit 
who wins. Some anarchists have 
used the sofa as a symbol for anti¬ 
parliamentarism ("Sofa-sitters of the 
World Unite!” etc.) and in some 
places anarchists sat on sofas 
outside voting bureaus on election 
day handing out leaflets against 
voting. In Malmo anarchists had an 
extra-parliamentary seminar about 
voting and direct action. In Stockholm 
there was some leafletting, postering 
and anti-vote parties, etc. 24 election 
bureaus belonging to various parties 
were arsoned during August and 


September. The general feeling was 
that it doesn’t matter who gets in, which 
is a radical change of thinking in 
Sweden. ("News from Brand”) 
Changing the face on power, although 
perhaps bringing in minor band-aids, 
doesn’t resolve the basic problem in 
our society, the fact of people holding 
power over others at all. With a 
Canadian election on the doorstep, this 
fact is prominent in our minds. 



Don't vote and the choice is theirs. 


Vote and the choice is yours. 
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The following is a day by day account of actions carried out 
against the IMF World Bank conference in Berlin last month. Tens 
of thousands of people attacked the IMF for its part in creating a 
Western stranglehold over the “third world” with actions ranging 
from mass demonstrations to smaller direct actions. Translated 
from NN #11 and #12, September 29, ’88 - a Dutch anti-authori¬ 
tarian magazine. 

Translator's note: I have not included the reports on solidarity actions in the Neth¬ 
erlands in order to keep things brief. Neither did I include descriptions or criticisms 
of IMF policies, or reports of alternative meetings and conferences held at the 
same time. I did include accounts of events in other parts of West Germany 
because they help to get a better picture of the overall situation. Any additions of 
my own are in brackets followed by 1r.’ As much as possible I have tried to 
duplicate the writing style of the Dutch version. 


Monday, September 19 

In Hamburg a West German IMF direc¬ 
tor giving a speech was beaten up by a 
group of 30 masked activists. A mem- 
berof the SPD [the German equivalent 
of the NDP, tr.] who tried to help the 
IMF director was beaten up as well. 

Tuesday, September 20 

There was a failed assasination at¬ 
tempt on the West German Financial 
Secratary of State Hans Tietmeyer. 

Wednesday, September 21 

Through a pamphlet the RAF (Red 
Army Faction, tr.) claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for the attack. According to Italian 
authorities, the two page pamphlet 
with the letterhead of the RAF and the 
Red Brigade is a copy of a letter discov¬ 
ered by police during raids on Septem¬ 
ber 7 of hide-outs of Red Brigade 
members in Rome. In these raids 21 
members of the so-called Fighting 
Brigades were arrested. People who 
know the RAF doubt that the attack 
was really the work of the RAF. Be¬ 
cause of the amateuristic execution of 
the attack it seems more likely that it 
was the work of some government 
agency with the aim of justifying the 
massive police mobilization in West- 


Berlin. It would also help opponents of 
a clemency request by incarcerated 
RAF members Peter-Jurgen Boock 
and Angelika Speitel. 

That evening 30 cars belonging to 
Siemens (a German multi-national, tr.) 
go up in flames. 

Thursday, September 22 

In Zehlendorf six women are arrested 
for possesion of anti-IMF literature. 

A bomb is defused in a supermarket in 
West-Berlin. 

In a parking lot of the Berlin police 
fire bombs are found underneath six 
police cars. 

At night a bank is hit by a gasoline 
bomb. Police (always clever) make a 
connection between the attack and the 
upcoming IMF meeting. 

In the afternoon a bus driver en¬ 
gaged in transporting IMF delegates 
between their hotel and the conference 
site is attacked. He had been wearing 
his official IMF registration pass. His 
colleges refuse to wear the passes any 
further and also remove IMF posters 
from the windows of their buses. 

Friday, September 23 

The West German government an¬ 
nounces it wil pump an extra 1 billion 
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dollars into the coffers of the IMF. 
Those in the know insist that the an¬ 
nouncement is an attempt to placate 
the demonstrators in West Berlin. 

In the afternoon there is a demon¬ 
stration by taxi drivers in the centre of 
Berlin. About 150 taxis block traffic. 
Some have banners on their cars with 
texts like "Taxis against bankers”, oth¬ 
ers wave red-and-black flags or 
Greenpeace flags. 

Saturday, September 24 

Berlin authorities have forbidden ac¬ 
tivities like street theatre for this day. 
That’s why around 12 pm a perform¬ 


ance by a street theatre group is 
smashed up and several people ar¬ 
rested. Cars equiped with public ad¬ 
dress systems drive through the 
streets calling on people to participate 
in the numerous counter activities. 

In the evening there is a general 
meeting of some 750 people, held in a 
church because police would not be 
able to close the premises easily. It is 
a very stimulating meeting. Action- 
cafe’s and info-centra aren’t serving 
alcohol because of bad experiences 
during a visit by Ronald Reagan two 
years earlier (many unnecessary ar¬ 
rests). A agreement is reached that if 
the cops try to block of the Kreutzberg 
neighbourhood (where many squat¬ 
ters and autonomists live, tr.), the 


residents will dump garbage on the 
streets and engage in a general strike. 

In Hamburg 15 bank branches 
are attacked with a kind of acid. 

In Steglitz a person is arrested for 
possesion of anti-IMF literature. This 
is followed by a house search. 

In Berlin an attack on a computer 
company providing communications 
for the IMF fails because the time 
detonation mechanism didn’t work. 

Sunday, September 25 

In East-Berlin some 800 people at¬ 
tend a church service to protest the 
IMF and World Bank. The East Ger¬ 
man government is crrtizided for pro¬ 
viding hotel accomodations in East- 
Berlin for the IMF delegates. 

In the afternoon there is a mas¬ 
sive protest rally in West-Berlin, at¬ 
tended by some 80,000 people. It is 
the largest demo against the IMF 
ever. During the demo a cop is sta¬ 
tioned outside every bank. At the front 
of the demo is the pink block (wimmin 
for a just world), next comes the green 
block (stop the destruction of the rain 
forests), then the red block (exploita¬ 
tion or socialism), then finally the 
black block (against everything, of 
course). Interspersed between these 
groups are Kurds and anti-nuke activ¬ 
ists. We received a report from our 
correspondent. Some quotes: "The 
demo was very broad. In the black 
block the mood was strong. In the 
wimmin’s block as well, all were dis¬ 
guised despite prohibitions. We were 
marching completely surrounded by 
military police, but there wasn’t any¬ 
thing more than a few paint bombs. 
The most ingenious action, I thought, 
was spraying over all street name 
signs in Kreutzberg. That neigh¬ 
bourhood was being patrolled almost 
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exclusively by police from outside 
Berlin, who now couldn’t find their way 
around anymore at all. I can recom¬ 
mend everyone in Amsterdam to have 
a look at the demonstrations here: the 
consistent forming of chains, the reso¬ 
lute actions againts the cops, many 
wimmin on the streets. Powerfull! 
Many different groups with many dif¬ 
ferent ideas. Much work is done in 
small conspiritorial (affinity, tr.) groups, 
mainly because of the unbelievable 
repression here.” 

During small actions elsewhere in 
Berlin 11 people are arrested. One jail 
has 350 places reserved for the com¬ 
ing days. 

That evening a second drum-in 
march is held in the centre of the city. 
Police had outlawed the action be¬ 
cause it would interfere with traffic. The 
action takes place anyways, be it on 
the sidewalks so there would be no 
traffic problems. Untill 7 busloads of 
riot police arrived, which promptly 
stopped all traffic. The group of about 
2000 people is for an hour prevented 
from leaving the Breitnerplatz (a park; 
people who tried to leave were beaten 
by the cops tr.). Then the police leave 
and the demonstrators split up into 
small groups, shouting “IMF murder- 
pack”. Later a police van is rolled over. 
There are rumours that a police van 
containing machine guns has been 
stolen. Police provocation or a stupid¬ 
ity? 

Also, in the afternoon, an anti-IMF 
play was not allowed to be performed. 

In East-Berlin a 3-day moonwake 
in front of the US embassy and a pil¬ 
grims march between churches is 
outlawed by the authorities. 

Monday, September 26 

In the morning there are demonstra¬ 


tions in front of the textile giant Adler 
and by part-time work agency Adia 
against exploitation of women in the 
third world. 

In the Berlin neighbourhood of 
Siemensstad there is a demonstration 


of some 800 people agaianst the nu¬ 
clear generating stations there. 
Theme: “No powerforthe conference.” 

Also this morning there is a dem¬ 
onstration by some 150 disguised wim¬ 
min and dykes in front of the womens 
jail Plotzensee against "male domina¬ 
tion, state and capital”. With the aid of 
a car with PA system texts are read 
about the conditions inside the jail, 
sex-tourism, trade in women and impe¬ 
rialistic refugee policies. 

In the afternoon 200 people dem¬ 
onstrate against consumer terrorism 
around department stores and banks 
in the Neukoln area of the city. 

The Free University has organ¬ 
ized a tribunal against the IMF/World 
Bank. 

In the evening a large group of 
people go to the opera were bankers 
are attending a special performance. 
About 500 manage to break through 
the police lines and attack the bankers 
with eggs and tomatoes. 

Another drum-in this evening. 
When the police show up, banks are 
spray-painted and windows of sex- 
shops destroyed. Many arrests follow. 


Things didn’t calm down for a long 
time that night. 

Tuesday, September 27 

During the night the “Berlin Resis¬ 
tance and Action Group” (BEWAG) 


sawed down a high-voltage power 
pole. This was done with the motto: 
"Every kilowatt-hour for the IMF is one 
too many.” 

Also that night a supermarket 
was set on fire by an autonomists cell, 
because it sold products from Chili, 
South-Africa and Isreal. 

In the morning a group of people 
go to the Tegel airport, just outside 
Berlin. Converence attendants arrive 
at this airport. Most of the demonstra¬ 
tors are stopped by police. Some 50 
manage to break through and pelt the 
bankers with eggs and tomatoes. 

In the afternoon there is a dem¬ 
onstration at Schering, a chemical 
and pharmaceutical muli-national. 
Many people are arrested. 

There is also a demo at the stock 
exchange with, amongst others, art¬ 
ists. 

More than 200 people demon¬ 
strate on bicycles, passing buildings 
with connections to Central America. 

Wednesday, September 28 

Despite the many arrests and the ex¬ 
treme police brutality the spirit of the 


“Despite the many arrests and the extreme 
police brutality the spirit of the demonstra¬ 
tors remains high and many people are still 
going strong. Regularly you see limousines 
driving through the streets covered with egg 
and paint stains 
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demonstrators remains high and many 
people are still going strong. Regularly 
you see limousines driving through the 
streets covered with egg and paint 
stains. The media continues to give 
reasonably good coverage obout the 
contents of the demonstrations. There 
is little disagreement between the dif¬ 
ferent action groups. Very important is 
their own media during these days. 
Every day a free action-paper is 
printed in large numbers. The inde¬ 
pendent radio station "Radio 100” has 
a daily two hour broadcast which tries 
to report the events as extensively as 
possible. 

1000 people demonstrate at the 
buildings of the health insurance and 
the stock market. This is followed by 
solidarity actions at several jails. In the 
centre of the city there is a car-demo in 
which some 200 drivers participate, 
amongsthem many company-car driv¬ 
ers. A supermarket has to close its 
doors because of the sudden presence 
of a large number of worms and larvae. 
Late in the afternoon about 1000 
people try to do some "proletarian 
shopping” at the three largest depart¬ 
ment stores. These had all closed 
early, barricaded their doors and win¬ 
dows and were surrounded by a total of 
4000 riot police (the proletarian action 
had been publicly announced in ad¬ 
vance). 

In the evening there is another 
massive drum-in at the Remember- 
ance Church. The traditional bank 
spray-painting is not forgotten either. 

Thursday, September 29 

After days of limousine catching” 
and threatening gatherings in front of 
buildings, the Thursday action was 
about to start. Things started out well 
with the news that around the IMF 


conference centre 14 cars had caught 
fire. The mood improved even more 
with the news that arrested activists in 
the Kruppstrasse jail had redecorated 
the inside of the place during the night 
to the extend that it wasn’t a very useful 
jail anymore. Before the demonstra¬ 
tion started one could also enjoy the 
unveilling of a memorial stone "for the 


“The mood improved 
even more with the 
news that arrested 
activists in the 
Kruppstrasse jail had 
redecorated the inside 
of the place during the 
night to the extent 
that it wasn f t a very 
useful jail anymore ” 


victims of capital” and the decorating of 
the outside of the Kudamm church with 
massive anti-IMF banners. 

The gathering starts at 4 pm, sur¬ 
rounded by riot police who searched 
everyone before letting them through. 
Reaching the gathering was an action 
in itself. Then the march starts to form: 
rows of people with arms linked, ban¬ 
ners along the sides, the three sound 
cars safely in the middle. Many people 
have their faces covered with “Pales¬ 
tine scarves”, the police is taking pic¬ 
tures and filming. The police announce 
that no one in disguise is allowed to 
demonstrate. The sound car an¬ 
nounces that we will decide that our¬ 
selves. In the meanwhile rebellious 
music and speeches, when at the front 
a couple hundred police march to¬ 
wards the front of the demo and start 
beating the first rows of the wimmin’s 
block. Many injuries, tens of arrests, 


pools of blood. Yet no one starts run¬ 
ning and the police stop hitting while 
everyone is shouting that they should 
get lost. Finally the march starts to 
move and the police move along on all 
sides. The mood is excellent, there is 
lots of support from bystanders. The 
sound car reports that during the clos¬ 
ing meeting of the IMF the bankers 
were advised not to return to the 
centre of the study but to head right 
away to the airport. By this time there 
are about 7000 people in the march. 
Close to the end it becomes clear that 
the entire police circus has been sta¬ 
tioned at the endpoint in such a way 
that they can close in the entire march 
in order to start beating and arresting. 
The decision is made to disband the 
march just before the end and to dis¬ 
perse in small groups. Then the first 
police charges start and so does the 
running. A couple more bank win¬ 
dows buy it. Some 200 people get 
arrested. 

The numbers, including the 
Thursday actions, were 936 people 
arrested and some 40 who needed 
hospital treatment, mostly for head 
wounds. Actions keep happening 
regularly however. The week follow¬ 
ing saw a large fight between auton¬ 
omists and fascists which injured 
some 20 people, and massive actions 
in Hamburg on the weekend. 

Of all people arrested during the 
week only 10 face charges, the rest 
were released within a day. 

A union leader informed the 
press that when he stepped out of his 
plane and saw all the armoured cars 
he had the feeling that there had been 
a coup d’etat. It wasn’t a revolution; 
just the state. 
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L avender Panthers of 
Discordia are compiling 
information on the 
existence of 'relocation 
camps' in the USA for people with 
AIDS. There are rumours of such 
camps being in Colorado, California 
and New York, as well as in 
Vancouver, BC. Detailed, 
documented evidence is needed— 
Armed Forces memos, photos, eye 
witness accounts, etc.—as quickly 
as possible. LPD proposes to 


Sandino Siempre'i 

A h _.x! 1. . _ . 


We have reports from not entirely 
reliable rightwing sources that the 
Sandinistas are persecuting, and in 
some cases killing Nicaraguans who 
insist on belonging to one of the 
country’s four ‘independent’ union 
federations, rather than the official 
Soviet affiliated Sandinista Workers 
Central. A recent (Oct. 24) mailout 
from Confidential Foreign Report, 
published by the Economist 
Publications in London, names two 
members of these unions who were 
killed and two others who were 
imprisoned, as well as “Sandinista- 
inspired mob actions’ against unions. 
These unions, of course, might be big 
business fronts (as are some here in 
North America), but it does point to a 
sad situation in North America where 
we have to report from rightist sources 
because the leftists are imposing their 


own self-censorship on events in the 
country, unwilling to be critical of both 
the US attack on the country and the 
current statist regime in power. We 
would appreciate any independent 
information about the situation our 
readers can supply. 


Utah 'Thillips / 


Utah Phillips, the Wobbly singer/ 
storyteller is coming to town 
November 13 in a benefit gig for the 
Industrial Workers of the World and 
the Teme-Augami Anishnabe people 
of Temagami. The show is at the 
Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre, 427 Bloor St 
W. Tickets are $8, $6 for low-waged, 
and they’re on sale now at DEC 
bookroom 229 College st, and 
BlackBird Design Collective, 394 
Euclid Ave. suite 301. 


distribute this information, and to serve 
as a clearinghouse for information on 
AIDS fightback, tactics, direct action 
reports, etc., though for tactical 
reasons it does not wish to encourage 
“networking.' Information, ideas or 
articles concerning AIDS , 
quarantining, gay/lesbian/polysexual 
liberation, paganism, animal liberation 
or antistatism should be sent in time for 
their magazine, which they hope will be 
ready by January. They can be 
reached at LPD P.O. Box 3856 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 USA 

LPD describes itself thusly: “In a 
world on the brink of extinction we’re 
the only fools who think there’s hope. 
Why? Because we’re In On It. We’ve 
read (Wilhelm) Reich, listened to Patti 
(Smith), dropped acid with Uncle 
Timmy and slammed our way thru the 
deadest generation in history. 
Besides, Insanity is healthy. And we’re 
vegetarians. We reject sanity for what 
it is: stupidity. Sanity is the vice grip of 
society. But the chains are snapping, 
we’re finding the missing links, we’re 
learning addition and subtraction. 
Chaotic synchronicities provide an 
elaborate soundtrack with a common 
denominator...’ Its program includes 
demands for free food, access by the 
homeless to all churches or secondary 
homes of the rich, no AIDS quarantine, 
destruction of all vivisection labs, death 
penalty for vivisectors, mandatory 
castration for rapists and war criminals, 
and abolition of all laws against 
abortion, birth control, homosexuality, 
divorce, prostitution and sex 
education. 


















Media Worth Watching 


Reality Now Issue 8 ($2 from RN 
Publishers, P.O. Box 6326 Stn A, 
Toronto Ont., M5W1P7). 

Reality Now is a Toronto 
anarchist magazine which deals with 
ongoing struggles and also has many 
articles detailing practical ideas for 
action. It's everything Ecomedia can't 
be because we don’t have enough 


room (they’ve got 84 pages this time). 
Well produced, and worth a read. 

Coming On ($3 from Queer 
Anarchist Network, P.O. Box 6705 
Stn A, Toronto Ont. M5W 1X5, 
Canada) 

Coming On is an excellent 
gay/lesbian anarchist “porn" 


magazine featuring articles on AIDS, 
sexuality, power etc. A much more 
focused effort than thefirst issue, called 
“Jerking Of V^Coming On deals with 
sex in a bold, Explicit and open manner; 

Front Line News (subscription $10/ 
year from P.O. Box 915, Stn F, 
Toronto Ont., M4Y 2N9 or In local 
bookstores) 

FLN is the paper of the Animal 
Liberation Front Support Group. The 
new issue features articles on arrested 
activists, veganism, action from around 
the world, the goriest front cover and 
the coolest back cover I’ve seen in a 
while. 

Still Angry? ($5 pp. from Still Angry? 
100 Russett Ave., Toronto, Ont M6H 
3 M3) 

Still Angry is a 90 minute 
cassette and a big fanzine put out to 
raise money for the ALF support group 
in Toronto. It features Chumbawamba, 
Danbert Nobacon, Sons of Ishmael, 
and 11 other bands, plus a fanzine 
featuring interviews, articles and 
reviews. For $5 it’s one of the best deals 
around I 

And finally, there is a new anarchist 
radio show in town. Its called Desire 
Armed and it can be heard on CIUT, 
89.5 FM Every Monday morning at 
11.15 am. 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international 
anarchist/activist “wire service” used 
as an alternative to the regular media 
which ignore relevant actions and 
ideas. 

Ecomedia Toronto is involved in 
two main projects. We do a radio show 
every Tuesday, on CKLN 88.1 FM 
between 7 & 8 PM on Word Of Mouth. 
And we publish the bulletin you're 
reading. It comes out every 2 weeks 
and is available at loctions through the 
city, or subscriptions can be had for $ 12 
(mailed every 2 issues) from the 
address on front. Make the cheque or 
M.O. payable to Ecomedia. 


MED I aH WATCH 


Dart to the Star 

A giant dart to the Toronto Star for their racist reporting of the Lubicon 
struggle. Finally it got up off its ass and printed articles on the Lubicon 
struggle, after years of practically ignoring it, but strangely enough, it was only 
when a white womyn offered to die for the Band that it became front page 
news; never mind that the members of the Band have always been willing to 
die to defend their community. The Toronto Star’s articles on the situation 
might be more credible had they cared enough to cover the struggle when it 
was “only Native people’fighting. Interestingly enough, the story has made its 
way back to the rear pages again now that there’s less of a chance of outright 
war—I guess it just doesn’t sell papers. 

Media Ignores Reality 

While filling its front pages with the rantings of various politicians, the 
Toronto Star did manage to squeeze in a single paragraph on page 8 (21 -10- 
88) to impart the glad tidings that the Greenhouse Effect is irreversible, at least 
according to a recent study of the U.S. National Advisory Council. This means 
that the damage done by carbon dioxide and other pollutants in our 
atmosphere, i.e. interior drought and coastal flooding, will be around till the 
end of time. Elsewhere in backspace limbo, Allan Fotheringham reports that 
Philip Morris cigarettes is attempting to take over Kraft food industries 
(Toronto Scum 25-10-88 p12.) Now there’s a lethal combination. 

The front pages are preoccupied with the voters’ apparent determination 
to re-elect Bush and Mulroney, despite the fact that these are the politicians 
least likely to curb environmental pollution or the concentration of the food 
industry into fewer and fewer hands—to say nothing of their free trade deal, 
which will enable the USA to postpone dealing with water pollution until it has 
reduced Canada’s water resources to the same toxic lebvel as its own have 
already reached. The people who vote for Bush and Mulroney may well be 
condemning their children or grandchildren to death from starvation. How 
much longer can the social change movement spend its energies trying to 
educate people who use what little power they have with such brutal stupidity, 
as opposed to using our energies to start self-sustaining communities where 
a few of us can survive the ecological disaster which appears increasingly 
inevitable? 

Gary Moffatt 












